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For Immediate Release

HOFEX and ProWine Hong Kong @ HOFEX 2025
Opens with Strong International Presence

[14 May 2025, Hong Kong] HOFEX — Asia's Leading Food and Hospitality Tradeshow and ProWine Hong
Kong @ HOFEX opens its doors today at Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, marking a powerful
start to three days of industry innovation, networking, and business opportunities. The three-day event
spans an impressive 45,000 square meters of exhibition space, featuring over 2,000 exhibitors and brands
companies from more than 28 countries and regions, expected to welcome over 24,000 professional
visitors from Hong Kong and around the world.

The event's grand opening ceremony was graced by the Honourable Mr Paul Chan Mo-Po, GBM, GBS, MH,
JP, Financial Secretary of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as the Guest of
Honour. In a pre-recorded video message, Dr Peter Lam Kin-ngok, GBM, GBS, Chairman of Hong Kong
Tourism Board, extended his warm greetings to the audience, highlighting the significance of this premier
industry gathering. Joining him on stage were Ms Margaret Ma Connolly, President & CEO of Asia, Informa
Markets; Ms Evian Gu, General Manager, Messe Diisseldorf China; Mr Dane Cheng, Executive Director,
Hong Kong Tourism Board; Mr Arnold Lau, Associate Director-General, Invest Hong Kong and Mr Alex Wu,
1st Vice Chairman, Hong Kong Hotels Association. The ceremony brought together prominent figures from
F&B associations, industry leaders, and professionals, collectively celebrating the industry's reunion while
exploring new business opportunities and future innovations.

“This year marks the 38th edition of HOFEX, reflecting the strong and enduring partnership we have
built with the food and hospitality industries. Throughout the years, we have stood side by side
with industry professionals — offering a platform that connects people, drives innovation, and
supports business growth across Asia and beyond.” says Ms Margaret Ma Connolly, President &
CEO of Asia, Informa Markets — Organiser of HOFEX and ProWine Hong Kong @HOFEX.

Demonstrating its strong international presence, the event showcases over 25 national and regional
pavilions, including Australia, Canada, China, Italy, Japan, Korea, Macao, Malaysia, Republic of Ireland,
Singapore, Spain, Taiwan (China), Thailand, UK, USA, Uzbekistan and others across HOFEX and ProWine
Hong Kong @ HOFEX exhibition halls. This diverse representation underscores the global essence of HOFEX,
making it an unmissable opportunity for industry professionals to connect, collaborate, and drive the future
of the food and hospitality sectors.

Celebrating Culinary and Coffee Excellence Through World-Class Competitions

HOFEX 2025 solidifies its status as Asia's premier culinary platform with an impressive lineup of
competitions. The highlight, Hong Kong International Culinary Classic (HKICC) 2025, features over 500
talented chefs competing in four categories: Chinese Cuisine, Western Cuisine, Pastry, and the new Meat
Challenge, showcasing exceptional culinary mastery. Additionally, two prestigious coffee championships —
CP-Meiji Speed Coffee Art Championship 2025 — Hong Kong Episode and Hong Kong Coffee in Good Spirits
Championship 2025 — test baristas' skills, with winners earning the honour of representing Hong Kong
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internationally. These events reflect HOFEX's commitment to nurturing talent and elevating industry
standards in both culinary and beverage sectors.

Exclusive Masterclasses and Expert Sessions

In addition to HOFEX’s world-class competitions and dynamic exhibitor showcase, this edition of HOFEX
features an exceptional lineup of masterclasses led by industry leaders, providing unique insights into global
trends. Ringo Chan, Executive Pastry Chef at Four Seasons Hotel Hong Kong, will explore Dubai's chocolate
phenomenon. Complementing the sweet offerings, craft beer expert Warren Yu will present two
innovative pairing sessions: one combining craft beer with traditional Hong Kong street food, and the other
pairing premium craft beers with caviar. These masterclasses highlight HOFEX's commitment to delivering
cutting-edge content that merges traditional craftsmanship with contemporary trends, offering attendees
practical knowledge for their businesses.

Sustainability and Industry Insights

With its commitment to reinforces sustainability and industry development through a comprehensive
program of educational sessions, at HOFEX Insight, GREEN Hospitality's Founder and Executive Director
Lucia Loposova will lead an interactive workshop focused on practical food waste reduction strategies,
providing hospitality professionals with actionable solutions for sustainable practices. Additionally, Casper
Tsui, Executive Director of The Federation of Hong Kong Hotel Owners, will deliver an insightful keynote
addressing emerging hospitality trends and their implications for the industry. These sessions highlight
HOFEX's role as a catalyst for industry transformation and sustainable development.

Industry Excellence Takes Centre Stage with Prestigious F&B Awards

Excellence in the beverage industry takes centre stage at HOFEX 2025 through a series of prestigious awards
celebrating the region's finest talents and establishments. Hong Kong International Beer Awards continues
its tradition of recognizing exceptional craftsmanship and innovation among regional brewers, highlighting
the growing sophistication of Asia's craft beer scene. Adding to the celebrations, the 2025 Hong Kong &
Macau TOP 10 Bar Awards & TOP 10 Young Bartender Awards acknowledge the most outstanding
establishments that have shaped the region's vibrant nightlife, cocktail culture, as well as the next
generation of mixology talent, celebrating emerging professionals who are pushing creative boundaries and
elevating the art of cocktail crafting.

ProWine Hong Kong: Where Global Wine Culture Meets Asian Market

ProWine Hong Kong @ HOFEX emerges as a premier destination for wine and spirits professionals,
featuring an impressive showcase of eight distinguished country and regional pavilions. From the renowned
vineyards of China, France, Portugal, Spain, Germany, and Italy to the emerging wine regions of New South
Wales, Australia, the exhibition offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore global wine diversity. Adding
to the international flair, the event welcomes new spirits exhibitors from diverse markets including China,
Ireland, Mexico, the Netherlands, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, and Ukraine, creating a truly global
marketplace for beverage professionals. The educational cornerstone of the event, ProWine Hong Kong
Wine Forum, presents an extensive program of 20 carefully curated sessions, headlined by three
distinguished Masters of Wine - Xing Wei MW, Dr Jackie Ang MW, and Patrick Schmitt MW - alongside
other industry experts. Notably, Carlito Chiu, winner of the MICHELIN Guide Hong Kong & Macau 2025
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Sommelier Award and Wine Director of Ando, JIA Group, will also join as one of the expert speakers at the
forum. This comprehensive educational platform delivers cutting-edge insights and expert knowledge,
specifically designed to meet the sophisticated needs of professional buyers and industry stakeholders,
reinforcing ProWine Hong Kong's position as a vital hub for wine education and business development in
Asia.

The show is open to trade professionals and media only and visitors must be aged 18 or above.
For Day 1 event photos, please visit: https://bit.ly/43gDHKO

HitH
About Informa Markets

Informa Markets creates platforms for industries and specialist markets to trade, innovate and grow. Our
portfolio is comprised of more than 550 international B2B events and brands in markets including
Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals, Infrastructure, Construction & Real Estate, Fashion & Apparel, Hospitality,
Food & Beverage, and Health & Nutrition, among others. We provide customers and partners around the
globe with opportunities to engage, experience and do business through face-to-face exhibitions, specialist
digital content and actionable data solutions. As the world’s leading exhibitions organiser, we bring a
diverse range of specialist markets to life, unlocking opportunities and helping them to thrive 365 days of
the year. For more information, please visit www.informamarkets.com.

For media enquiries, please contact:

Mr Calvin Lau
calvin.lau@informa.com
+852 3752 8343
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